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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can describe a character’s physical appearance and personality.

• I can use well-chosen adjectives and expanded noun phrases.

• I can use nouns and pronouns appropriately.

• I can use drama to explore a character’s personality.

• I can use a checklist to check my own character description.
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Describe Him!

Let’s focus on Remus as an adult.
You have just three minutes to write 
down as many adjectives or expanded 
noun phrases as you can to describe 
what he looks like.

Here are some questions to get you 
thinking:

1. How tall is he?

2. What are his arms like?

3. What is his hair like?

4. What are his eyes like?

5. What does he usually wear?

6. What are his feet like?
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Describing the Physical
Appearance of Remus

Choose your favourite adjective or expanded noun phrases you have written to 
describe Remus. Write it on a sticky note and add it to the role on the wall for 
Remus. These descriptions are concerned with his outward appearance so place 

them on the outside of the body shape.

What are some of your 
favourite descriptions 

from those read out by 
your teacher?

Why?
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Describing the Physical
Appearance of Remus

What could be improved in this description of Remus?

Remus is tall. Remus has short, scruffy hair. 
Remus has dark brown hair. Remus looks 
strong. Remus has brown eyes. Remus usually 
wears a toga. Remus sometimes wears gold 
bracelets. Remus has bushy eyebrows. Remus 
has large ears.

There are more 
ambitious words that 

could be used.

There is too much 
repetition of 
‘Remus is…’
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Remus is tall. Remus has short, scruffy hair. Remus has dark brown hair. 

Remus looks strong. Remus has brown eyes. Remus usually wears a toga. 

Remus sometimes wears gold bracelets. Remus has bushy eyebrows. 

Remus has large ears.  

Describing the Physical
Appearance of Remus

In the changes made here, the proper nouns have been changed to ________.In the changes made here, the proper nouns have been changed to pronouns.

He His hair is dark brown.

He

He

His ears are large.
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What Does Remus Look Like? 

With your partner, work on a whiteboard to write an improved version of this 
description of Remus’s physical appearance.

Remus is tall. Remus has short, scruffy hair. 
Remus has dark brown hair. Remus looks 
strong. Remus has brown eyes. Remus usually 
wears a toga. Remus sometimes wears gold 
bracelets. Remus has bushy eyebrows. Remus 
has large ears.

A thesaurus may help you to find more effective and ambitious adjectives.
Try to add in extra adjectives and prepositional phrases to create detailed 

expanded noun phrases.
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Freeze and Action!
We will now further explore the personalities of Romulus and Remus.

Why do you think they refused the 
crown of Alba Longa and decided 
instead to seek to build their own 
city? What does this tell us about 

their personalities?
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Freeze and Action!
You will work in groups to explore their personalities by acting out the part in the 
story where they decide to refuse the crown and instead, go in search of a place to 

build their own city.

You will work in groups of 4.

Group member 1: Romulus

Group member 2: Remus

Group Members 3 and 4: You are in 
charge of directing the action. You 
will tell the actors when to ‘freeze’ 
the action. You will pose questions 
to the actors and when you want 
the acting to start again, you will 
say, “Action!”
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What Is Remus Like?

Now you have explored the 
personalities of the characters through 

drama, can you think of some 
adjectives or expanded noun phrases 

to describe Romulus and Remus?

Let’s focus on Remus again.

Write your ideas down on your 
whiteboards. What ideas can you 
come up with within the three minute 
time limit?

Write down as many ideas about his 
personality as you can.
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What Is Remus Like?
Choose your favourite adjective or expanded noun phrase to describe Remus’s 

personality and write it on a sticky note and add it the role on the wall.

These descriptions are concerned with what he is like on the inside, so place your 
sticky note inside the body outline. 
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Describing Remus

Now, you will write a character 
description of Remus.

This checklist shows the features you 
need to aim to include in your 

writing about Remus’s appearance 
and personality.

Structure and Language

describe the 
character’s 
appearance?

describe the 
character’s 
background/past?

describe the 
character’s actions, 
thoughts and feelings?

describe the 
character’s 
personality?

Punctuation and Grammar

include expanded noun 
phrases?
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Describing Remus

Take some time to read through 
your work and check if the 

features listed on the Describing 
a Character Checklist are in 

your writing.

Tick the things you have 
included and put a dot next to 

the things you feel that you still 
need to work on.

Did I…
Structure and Language

Child Friend Teache
r

describe the 
character’s 
appearance?
describe the 
character’s 
background/past?
describe the 
character’s actions, 
thoughts and feelings?
describe the 
character’s 
personality?

Punctuation and Grammar

include expanded noun 
phrases?
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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can describe a character’s physical appearance and personality.

• I can use well-chosen adjectives and expanded noun phrases.

• I can use nouns and pronouns appropriately.

• I can use drama to explore a character’s personality.

• I can use a checklist to check my own character description.
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